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CANADIAN  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Canadian  exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco  were  29.3  million  pounds  in 
the  first  6  months  of  1957;  compared  with  19-5  million  during  the  first 
half  of  1956.    Most  of  the  increase  was  in  larger  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom--2^ .1  million  pounds  in  the  first  half  of  1957  >  in  contrast  to 
ik.Q  million  in  the  same  months  of  1956.    Exports  to  West  Germany,  also  up, 
totaling  6U9  thousand  pounds,  compared  with  56  thousand  in  January- June 
1956. 

The  Canadian  Tobacco  Grower  (Delhi,  Ontario)  reports  that  dealers 
expect  to  export  about  3  million  pounds  of  Burley  from  the  1957  crop. 
(Burley  exports  from  Canada  have  never  been  large,  amounting  to  about  1 
million  pounds  in  both  1955  and  1956--primarily  to  the  United  Kingdom.) 

Canadian  farmers  are  placing  increasing  emphasis  on  improving  the 
type  of  Burley  grown,  and  the  lighter  cigarette  type  has  been  introduced 
to  supplant  the  older  "Red"  Burley  varieties.    Efforts  are  also  being  made 
to  hold  down  production  costs  so  that  Canadian  Burley  will  sell  at  a 
competitive  price. 

NIGERIAN  LEAF  IMPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  1956 

Nigerian  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  dropped  from  5«5  million 
pounds  in  1955  to  U.9  million  in  1956.    Imports  of  U.  S.  leaf  remained 
steady  at  slightly  less  than  3.6  million  pounds  in  both  years.  Cigarette 
imports  also  declined- -from  79  million  pieces  in  1955  to  ^5  million  in 
1956- -as  domestic  manufacturing  capacity  increased. 

Import  requirements  for  high-grade  leaf  to  blend  with  domestic  tobacco 
are  expected  to  hold  up  well  in  view  of  the  expanding  output  of  domestic 
cigarettes,  while  U.  S.  "Black  Fat"  tobacco  continues  to  enjoy  consumer 
preference  over  dark  tobaccos  from  other  areas. 

Advancement  of  domestic  tobacco  production  is  indicated  by  the  crop 
of  120  thousand  pounds  of  "Sumatra"  wrapper  grown  for  export  during  1957. 

MEXICAN  IMPORTS  OF  UNMANUFACTURED 
TOBACCO  LARGER 

Mexican  imports  of  tobacco  were  larger  during  the  first  half  of  1957 
than  in  the  first  half  of  1956.     Imports  of  flue-cured  increased  from  567 
thousand  pounds  in  January-June  1956  to  QhO  thousand  pounds  during  the  first 
6  months  of  1957.     Imports  of  filler  tobacco,  primarily  Burley,  increased 
from  90k  thousand  pounds  to  1  million  pounds,  and  cigar  wrapper  imports 
increased  from  9  thousand  pounds  to  11  thousand  pounds  correspondingly. 
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PORTUGUESE  IMPORTS  OF 
TOBACCO  LEAF  LOWER 

Portugal's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  declined  from  $.6  mil- 
lion pounds  in  the  first  half  of  1956  "to  5«3  million  in  the  first  half  of 
1957*     Imports  of  U.  S.  leaf  dropped  more  sharply,  from  3*8  million  pounds 
in  January- June  1956  to  3»1  million  during  the  same  months  of  1957* 

Smaller  imports  of  U.  S.  Tobacco  were  offset  to  some  extent  by  much 
larger  imports  from  Italy  and  with  somewhat  larger  takings  from  the 
Rhodesias,  Angola,  and  certain  smaller  suppliers. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED :    Portugal,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

January- June  1955-57 


Country  of  origin 

January -June 

:  1955 

:  1Q56 

l  1257  

:  1,000 

:  15000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

■  3,^59 

j  3,807 

3,062 

Federation  of  Rhodesia 

!  128 

238 

306 

686 

807 

761 

123 

183  ; 

k65 

216  ! 

306 

6h 

106  ; 

6^ 

110 

276  ; 

!  3^0 

i  ■ 

5,00k  ; 

5,633  1 

5,30^ 

Source:    Boletim  Mensal  do  Instituto  Nacional  de  Estatistica,  June  1957 


HONG  KONG'S  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  UP 


Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  into  Hong  Kong  during  the  first  half 
of  1957  were  h .7  million  pounds,  compared  with  k.3  in  the  first  half  of 
I956.     Imports  from  the  United  States  at  2.2  million  pounds  were  slightly 
below  those  for  the  first  half  of  1956.    Major  sources  of  supply,  other 
than  the  United  States,  were  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  India, 
Communist  China,  Japan,  and  Thailand. 

Reexports  of  leaf  and  stems  were  .7  million  pounds  during  the  first 
half  of  1957.    Major  customers  were  Macao,  North  Vietnam,  and  the  Pacific 
Islands  administered  by  the  United  States.    Slightly  more  than  half  a 
million  pounds  of  cigarettes  were  exported,  of  which  18^  thousand  were 
manufactured  in  Hong  Kong. 
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BELGIAN  CONGO'S  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  LARGER 


Cigarette  output  in  the  Belgian  Congo  increased  significantly  in  the 
first  k  months  of  1957  "to  1,130  million  pieces,  compared  with  972  million 
during  the  same  months  of  1956.     Cigarillo  output  was  slightly  above  the 
same  period  a  year  earlier,  but  output  of  cigars  declined. 


WEST  GERMANY  REMAINS  TURKEY'S 
BEST  FILBERT  CUSTOMER 


Despite  a  decrease  in  takings  for  the  second  successive  year,  West 
Germany  was  again  the  largest  buyer  of  Turkish  filberts  in  1956-57. 
Purchases  of  Turkish  filberts  during  the  past  marketing  year  by  West 
Germany  amounted  to  22,166  short  tons,  in-shell  basis,  compared  with 
28,503  tons  during  1955-56  and  39,917  tons  in  195^-55. 

Imports  of  Turkish  filberts  by  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  other  hand, 
increased  substantially  during  the  past  season,  constituting  16  percent  of 
all  Turkish  filbert  exports.    East  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  also 
increased  Turkish  filbert  imports  during  the  past  2  seasons.    Turkey  nor- 
mally produces  60  percent  of  the  world  filbert  harvest  and  supplies  70 
percent  of  all  filberts  shipped  to  foreign  markets.    Almost  all  Turkish 
filberts  are  shipped  shelled. 

FILBERTS,  UNSHELLED  l/ :    Turkey,  exports  by  country  of  destination 
195^-55,  1955-56,  and  1956-57,  seasons  beginning 

Sept.  l 


Country  of  destination*  195^-55 


1955-56 


1956-57 


Austria  

Belgium  

Czechoslovakia . 
East  Germany . . . 

Finland  

France  

Netherlands  .... 

Hungary  

Israel  

Italy  

Switzerland. . . . 
United  Kingdom. 
United  States . . 
West  Germany. . . 

Yugoslavia  

Other  countries 


Total , 


Short 
tons 

7,1+98 
2,983 
3,977 
2,5^9 
1,872 

5,1+89 
1,291 
1,1+97 

3,002 
6,089 
8,182 
8,7W 
1,552 
39,917 
1,166 
6,738 


102 ; 53O 


Short 
tons 

2,721 
21k 

1,9^9 
3,968 
1,823 
2,256 
3,302 
1,880 

926 
1,803 
2,258 
6,010 

h6l 
28,503 


1,960 


6o,l+02 


Short 
tons 

3,™ 
1,608 
1,561+ 

5,0^7 
1,270 
6,310 
3,516 
1,736 
1,698 
3,586 
^,718 

lk,lkQ 
2,696 

22,166 
1,576 
2,635 


89,662 


TJ    Shelled  exports  converted  to  in-shell  basis 
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WEST  GERMANY  REDUCES 
FRUIT  TARIFF  RATES 

On  September  19,  1957,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  announced 
approval  of  temporary  reductions  or  exemptions  in  the  import  tariff  rates 
for  certain  fresh  fruits.    These  temporary  changes  were  effective  September  1, 
1957,  and  will  expire  on  December  31,  1957 •    Imports  of  fresh  citrus  fruits, 
grapes,  apples,  and  pears  are  affected  by  these  changes. 

SWEDEN  LIFTS  IMPORT  EMBARGO 
ON  APPLES  AND  PEARS 

The  Swedish  government  has  announced  that  the  seasonal  import  embargo 
will  be  lifted  for  pears  on  October  12  and  for  apples  December  9.  Import 
requirements  are  reported  to  be  relatively  large . 

U.S.  VEGETABLE  FIBER  IMPORTS; 
1909-10  to  1956 

Vegetable  fibers  (except  cotton)  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
1956  totaled  267  thousand  long  tons  valued  at  $35  million  dollars.  This 
is  a  little  less  than  the  average  from  1909-10  through  1955  of  about  269 
thousand  tons  valued  at  $37  million  dollars  annually. 

These  fibers  may  be  grouped  into  Hard,  Soft,  Palm-type,  and  Miscella- 
neous groups,  of  which  the  hard  fibers  rank  first  in  importance      (see  table). 
Imports  of  the  principal  hard  fibers  totaled  I7I+  thousand  tons  in  1956, 
while  soft  fiber  imports  ranked  second  with  8l  thousand  tons. 

Sisal,  henequen,  and  abaca--all  cordage  fibers—are  most  important  of 
the  hard  fibers  imported  into  the  United  States.    Jute --a  textile  fiber 
used  for  bags  and  coverings  for  agricultural  crops — ranks  first  among  the 
soft  fibers  in  quantity  consumed.    Kapok- -a  floss  fiber  used  for  stuffing 
upholstery  and  marine  padding--is  most  important  of  the  other  fibers. 

The  United  States  depends  upon  imports  for  all  of  its  supply  of  hard 
fibers  and  nearly  all  of  its  supply  of  the  other  fibers  included  in  this 
study.    The  United  States  has  no  commercial  production  of  any  of  them 
except  flax,  ramie,  and  hemp;  and  this  production  normally  has  been  small 
compared  with  consumption.    Exports  have  been  negligible. 

Domestic  production  of  flax  and  hemp  fiber  was  encouraged  during 
periods  of  war  that  involved  the  United  States,  but  the  industry  lagged 
between  such  periods.    Current  output  is  negligible.    Ramie  production  has 
been  increased  to  commercial  quantities  in  recent  years,  and  trade  sources 
report  that  fair  quantities  of  the  fiber  are  exported. 
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ARGENTINE  DRIED  PEACH  PACK 
DECLINES  SHARPLY 

Frosts  at  critical  times  during  the  growing  season  crippled  Argentine 
peach  production  in  1956-57,  and  the  dried  peach  pack  consequently  declined 
from  nearly  3,900  short  tons  in  1955-56  to  less  than    k-00  tons  in  1956-57. 
Total  production  of  Argentine  dried  fruit  that  has  been  reported  (apples, 
apricots,  peaches,  and  pears)  during  1956-57  dropped  to  about  a  fifth  of 
the  previous  season's  output  of  5,100  tons. 

MOROCCAN  ALMOND  CROP 
CONSIDERED  AVERAGE 

The  1957  Moroccan  crop  of  sweet  aLmonds,  unofficially  estimated  at 
3,300  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  closely  approximates  average  production 
of  3,^+00  tons  for  1950-5^.    The  trade  estimates  that  over  75  percent  of 
the  crop,  or  about  2,600  tons,  will  move  in  export  channels,  principally 
to  France  and  West  Germany. 

During  the  period  August  1,  1956-June  30,  1957,  France  took  55  per- 
cent of  export  shipments,  and  Germany  ho  percent.      At  1,600  short  tons, 
the  1956  Moroccan  sweet  almond  crop  was  unusually  small  because  of  late 
frosts  and  cold  winds  during  the  early  spring. 

Morocco's  1957  bitter  almond  crop  is  unofficially  estimated  as  1,100 
tons.     Substantially  all  of  the  crop  will  be  shipped  abroad. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED:    Morocco,  supply  and  distribution  sweet  and  bitter 
almonds,  estimated  1956-57  and  forecast  1957-58 


Item 

TQS6-S7 

!        1QS7-S8  forecast 

Sweet 
almonds 

'Bitter 
almonds 

:  Sweet 
:  almonds 

:  Bitter 
;  almonds 

Short  : 
tons  : 

0 

1,600 

Short  ! 
tons  ! 

:  0 

600 

Short  : 
tons  ! 

:  0 

3,300  - 

Short 
tons 

:  0 
1,100 

1,600 

600  : 

3,300 

1,100 

1,100 

500 
0  : 

600 
0  : 
0 

2,600  : 
700 
0  : 

1,100 

0 
0 

Total  distribution  . 

:     1,600  : 

600  : 

3,300  j 

1,100 

U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS  BELOW  YEAR  AGO 


Rice  exports  from  the  United  States  in  August  were  379,000  bags  (100 
pounds)  in  terms  of  milled.    This  was  a  marked  decline  from  the  2,786,000 
bags  exported  in  the  same  month  of  1956.    Cuba,  Pakistan,  and  Liberia  took 
6hj  15.  and  6  percent.,  respectively,  of  the  total  exports. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  August  1956  and  1957 


August 


• 

1957  1/ 

uounxry  oi  aesoinauion 

• 
• 

5  In  terms 

;0ver  25% 

• 

( total 1 

•  rlOugn 

:of  milled 

:  whole 

• 
• 

•  2/ 

:  kernels 

Western  Hemisphere: 

• 
• 

»        L/WX . 

:  Cwt. 

i  Cwt. 

1  owe. 

-1-7  ,PP5 

 77 

:  0 

.  I77533 

!        i.(  y\>JJ 

u 

!  VP 

!  62 

:  0 

1  AP 

>  n 
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1/  Preliminary.    2/  Rough  rice  converted  at  65  percent. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census 
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GREEK  CURRANT  CROP  UP, 
RAISIN  CROP  DOWN 

The  1957  Greek  currant  crop  is  forecast  at  80,000  short  tons,  a 
21,000-ton  decrease  from  last  year's  large  crop  but  only  6,000  tons  below 
average.    Quality  is  said  to  be  rather  poor  as  a  result  of  unfavorable 
weather  conditions  during  the  growing  and  drying  stages. 

Carry-over  from  the  1956  currant  crop  is  estimated  at  22,000  tons, 
most  of  which  will  probably  be  turned  over  to  the  alcohol  distillation 
industry.    Exports  in  1957-58  are  not  expected  to  exceed  65,000  tons.  In 
1956-57,  exports  totaled  67,100  tons,  of  which  k6,k00  tons  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  1957  Greek  raisin  crop,  which  consists  mainly  of  sultanas,  is 
forecast  at  53>000  short  tons --slightly  higher  than  the  I956  pack  of 
51,000  tons,  and  well  above  average  production  (1950-5*0  of  1+1,700  tons. 
With  new  vines  coming  into  production  as  a  result  of  expanded  raisin 
vineyard  acreage,  a  still  larger  crop  was  expected.    However,  the 
extremely  hot,  dry  summer  not  only  reduced  the  size  of  the  berries  but 
also  caused  discoloration  of  the  raisins.    Early  September  rains  further 
reduced  the  pack.    The  harvest  was  also  10  to  15  days  late.    The  major 
growing  area  is  Crete . 

Exports  of  raisins  in  1957-58  are  expected  to  be  only  as  large  as  in 
1956-57 >  with  a  higher  percentage  of  discards  because  of  poor  quality. 
Exports  in  1956-57  approximated  U6,000  short  tons.    West  Germany  was,  as 
usual,  the  largest  market,  taking  19,200  tons.    The  U.S.S.R.  was  the  next 
most  important  customer,  purchasing  6,700  tons. 

CYPRUS  MARKETS  RAISINS  IN  U.S.S.R. 

The  Cyprus  Government  sponsored  a  3-way  agreement  with  the  U.S.S.R. 
and  Czechslovakia  in  1956  which  has  moved  a  substantial  volume  of  Cyprus 
raisins.    Under  the  agreement,  the  Soviet  Union  received  raisins  while 
Cyprus  obtained  glassware  and  other  manufactured  articles  from  Czechslovakia. 

The  Soviet  Union  absorbed  $11^,800  worth  of  Cyprus'  raisins  during 
1956,  or  37  percent  of  all  Cyprus'  raisin  exports,  valued  at  $307>79o>« 
During  the  first  7  months  of  1957 >  raisins  valued  at  $585 , 037 ,  or  a  volume 
of  nearly  11  million  pounds,  have  been  indirectly  traded  to  the  Soviet 
Union  under  this  agreement.    At  the  current  rate  of  purchasing  the  Soviet 
Union  is  taking  83  percent  of  all  raisins  exported  from  Cyprus.  Government 
sources  report  that  all  of  the  1956  raisin  crop  surplus  has  already  been 
marketed  though  some  of  the  1955  production  has  yet  to  be  traded. 

Raisins  are  virtually  the  only  item  of  trade  between  Cyprus  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 
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YUGOSLAV  PRUNE  ESTIMATE  RAISED 

Reports  from  Yugoslavia  indicate  that  1957  dried  prune  production  is 
now  unofficially  estimated  at  10,000  short  tons,  in  comparison  with 
earlier  estimates  of  8,000  tons.    At  10,000  tons,  the  1957  harvest  would 
be  less  than  60  percent  of  the  average  of  17,600  tons  (1950-5^)-    On  the 
other  hand,  it  would  be  a  considerable  improvement  over  last  year's 
extremely  short  crop  of  1,500  tons. 

Should  the  present  estimate  materialize,  Yugoslavia  would  have  about 
8,000  tons  of  dried  prunes  available  for  export  in  the  1957-58  season,  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  negligible  quantity  exported  in  1956-57' 

Approximately  half  of  the  exports  may  move  into  Western  Europe,  with 
the  largest  quantity  probably  going  to  West  Germany.    Possible  one -third 
may  go  to  the  Soviet  bloc,  and  the  remainder  outside  of  Europe. 

The  quantity  of  the  1957  crop  is  said  to  be  excellent,  with  about  20 
percent  in  the  70/75  and  50  percent  in  the  80/85  (per  \  kilogram- -1 .1 
pounds)  size  classes.    The  remainder  consists  of  smaller  sizes. 

Packing  for  export  is  expected  to  begin  about  October  15 .  Although 
prices  have  not  been  announced  they  are  expected  to  range  from  $235  "to 
$255  for  the  70/75' s  and  from  $215  to  $235  for  the  80/85's,  f.o.b.  Yugoslav 
border . 

CANADA  'S  DAIRY  PRODUCT 
EXPORTS  DECLINE 

During  the  first  half  of  1957,  Canada's  exports  of  dairy  products 
dropped  below  comparable  1956.    The  greatest  reduction  was  in  butter  exports, 
which  declined  from  2.0  million  pounds  last  year  to  3,^00  pounds  this  year. 
East  Germany,  an  important  market  last  year,  taking  almost  the  entire 
export,  was  not  a  purchaser  in  the  January-June  period,  1957* 

Dry  whole  milk  exports  dropped  from  6.5  million  pounds  to  U.5  million 
pounds.    Shipments  of  nonfat  dry  milk  showed  an  even  greater  decrease, 
from  2.6  million  pounds  to  ^17,000  pounds.    Most  of  this  change  occurred 
in  exports  to  India,  which  amounted  to  only  l6,000  pounds  this  year,  com- 
pared with  1.1  million  pounds  a  year  ago. 

Cheese  shipments  at  1.8  million  pounds  were  2.3  million  pounds  under 
shipments  last  year . 

Trade  in  canned  milk  was  3.3  million  pounds,  compared  with  3.9  million 
pounds . 

Casein  exports  (all  to  the  United  States)  dropped  from  1.2  million 
pounds  last  year  to  257,000  pounds  this  year. 
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DUTCH  FIRM  MAMJF ACTUR ING 
POWDERED  CRFESE 

A  firm  in  the  Netherlands  is  manufacturing  a  cheese  powder  from  Edam 
and  Gouda  cheeses  for  use  in  households  and  bakeries.    Available  in 
various  sized  packages ,  this  powder  is  reported  to  keep  for  12  months. 

IRISH  BUTTER  EXPORTS  INCREASE  SHARPLY 

Ireland's  exports  of  butter  soared  to  almost  15.1+  million  pounds 
during  the  first  half  of  1957,  compared  with  512,000  pounds  during  the 
same  period  in  1956.    The  United  Kingdom  was  a  market  for  over  9^  percent 
of  the  1957  exports.    West  Germany  (which  did  not  import  any  Irish  butter 
in  1956)  took  583,000  pounds,  and  the  British  West  Indies  and  Malta  served 
as  markets  for  the  remainder. 

Government  loss  on  recent  sales  is  reportedly  17.5  cents  per  pound. 
If  butter  exports  continue  at  the  accelerated  rate,  the  fund  provided  by 
the  Ministry  of  Finance  to  pay  for  anticipated  losses  on  export  butter 
sales  inthe  1957-58  budget  will  soon  be  exhausted. 

In  spite  of  increased  butter  exports,  Ireland  is  still  troubled  by 
surplus  stocks  due  to  increased  production.    Butter  stocks  on  June  30,  1957 
totaled  21.2  million  pounds,  33  percent  over  the  same  date  a  year  earlier. 
Production  during  the  first  6  months  of  1957  totaled  1+5.0  million  pounds-- 
20  percent  over  the  first  half  of  1956. 

Continued  development  of  the  West  German  market  may  offer  some  solution 
to  Ireland's  butter  surplus  problem.    The  Butter  Marketing  Committee,  the 
government  agency  which  exports  Ireland's  creamery  butter,  has  recently 
received  an  order  from  West  Germany  for  336,000  pounds  of  unsalted  butter. 
Since  practically  all  the  butter  produced  in  Ireland  is  salted,  this  order 
necessitates  special  production  arrangements.    The  price  obtainable,  however 
is  reportedly  higher  than  top  quotations  for  Irish  butter  on  the  British 
market . 

CHILE  ISSUES  TWO  NEW  DAIRY 
IMPORT  REQUIREMENTS 

Chilean  Decree  No.  6317,  published  August  2k,  1957,  lists  fresh  and 
condensed  milk  among  permitted  agricultural  commodity  imports.    This  is 
a  modification  of  Decree  No.  859,  which  established  the  previous  allowable 
import  list.    To  import  the  included  commodities,  the  importer  must  obtain 
a  Requirement  Certificate  from  the  Ministry  of  Econony  or  an  authority 
designated  by  this  Ministry.    Such  certificates  will  reportedly  be  issued 
mainly  for  the  northern  provinces  of  Tarapaca  and  Antofagasta. 

The  Government  of  Chile  also  announced  deposit  requirements  for  a  new 
list  of  agricultural  commodities;  two  dairy  products  are  included.  Chilean 
importers  must  deposit  with  the  government  100  percent  of  the  f .o.b.  value 
of  butter  and  dried  milk  as  a  guarantee  of  duty  payment. 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AW  C 


HEESE  PRICES:  Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 
with  comparisons 
(U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


1957 


Quotations 


Cur- 
rent 


Month 
earlier 


Year 
earlier 


Cheese 


1957 


TJur^ 
rent 


Quotations 
Month 


earlier 


Year 
earlier 


United  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand,  fi ne st - — 

Australian  choicest  

New  Zealand,  finest 

white  

Australian  choicest 

white — —  — 


Aug,  29 
Aug, 29 


38.7 
33  .6 


38.7 
33.6 


39.2 
38.7 


Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter— 
Choicest  cheddar— 


Aug. 29 


U6.7 


U6.7 


U6.7 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter  

Cheese  — 


Aug. 29 


5U.8 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)- 

France  (Paris) 
Uharentes  creamery- 


Germany  (Kempten) 
Markenbutter  


United  States 
y2-score  creamery  (N.Y.) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin  )—-- 


Aug. 28 


Sept. 2 


Aug.  28; 


Sept. 5 


36.1 


8U.3 


61.7: 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda  

Edam,  1*0  percent  


5U.8 


U3.9 


33.0 


72.7 


39.3 


90.7 


68.0;  60.1 


65.9 


60.2 


60.8 


Aug. 31*  h9»k  U9.5 


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


Canada,  ( Montreal ) 
1st  grade  creamery- 
Ontario  white-  


Aug.29:  78.3fe  7U.8  :  73.9 

:  : 

•  * 

Aug.2ii  6U,oJ  62.5  |  58.1 


Aug.  29  22.6 


Aug. 29 


Aug. 29 


Au^.29 


Sept .5 


20.2 


23.9 
21.2 


36.0 
3U.5 


28.2 


28.2 


3O.0:  30.3 


36.0: 


AUg.23.  23.9; 

Aug.  23:  21.7: 


35.1 


28.2 


30.3 


35.9 


2U.3  :  25.6 
22.U  :  23.7 


Aug.2le  35.7:  35.7  :  33.3 


Source:    Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA 

t 


Ik 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  75 ,  No.  15 


IRISH  CATTLE  EXPORTS  UP 

Irish  cattle  exports  rose  51  percent  during  the  first  6  months  of 
1957  over  exports  for  the  same  period  in  1956,  as  feeder  cattle  exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  230,579  head  during  the  first  half 
of  1956  to  J+15,579  head  during  the  first  half  of  1957. 

The  demand  for  feeder  cattle  has  risen  sharply  in  the  United  Kingdom 
as  a  result  of  the  subsidy  paid  on  fat  cattle  feed  for  3  months  in  the 
United  Kingdom.    This  subsidy  has  at  the  same  time  made  it  less  profitable 
to  market  Irish  feed  slaughter  stock  in  the  United  Kingdom,  with  a  conse- 
quent ^ reduction  in  Irish  exports  of  fat  cattle  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
majority  of  Irish  fat  cattle  exports  are  now  going  to  continental  Europe. 


LIVESTOCK:    Irish  exports,  January-June,  1955-1957 


Year 

:  Cattle 

I      Sheep        |  Hogs 

:    Feeder      :       Other      :  Total 

276 

230  ! 
hi? 

  ..  -: 

:  70 

87  : 
:  63 

:  3k6 

317  : 
:  U78 

:  l-  k9 

67  : 
:  70 

i  0.1 

0.3 
:  0.2 

It  has  been  reported  that  an  unusual  result  of  the  United  Kingdom  subsidy 
on  domestically  fattened  cattle  has  been  the  development  of  a  cross-border 
trade  in  which  Irish  feeder  cattle  are  fed  in  Northern  Ireland  and  are  then 
shipped  back  to  Ireland  for  slaughter.    Once  the  animals  have  been  on  feed 
in  Northern  Ireland  for  3  months,  they  are  eligible  for  the  U.K.  fat-stock 
subsidy.    The  feeder  receives  the  sale  price  plus  the  subsidy,  and  then  the 
animals  are  reexported  to  Ireland  for  slaughter,  usually  at  a  price  from 
$10  to  $25  less  per  head  than  that  for  which  they  were  originally  bought. 
The  subsidy  received  by  the  feeder  covers  the  loss  incurred.    An  increase 
of  Irish  imports  of  cattle  from  Northern  Ireland  from  kjk  head  in  the  first 
half  of  1956  to  20,376  head  during  the  same  period  in  1957  indicates  the 
growth  of  this  trade. 

Due  to  increased  exports,  total  cattle  numbers  in  Ireland  dropped  from 
^,536,600  head  in  June  1956  to  i+,1+29,800  head  in  June  1957,  a  decrease  of  2 
percent.     Irish  breeders  are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  meet  the  demand 
for  feeder  stock.    The  number  of  breeding  cows  and  heifers  rose  k  percent, 
and  the  number  of  calves  6  percent,  during  the  year  ending  June. 

Exports  of  beef  and  veal  rose  52  percent  during  the  period  January-June 
1957  over  the  same  period  in  1956.    The  increases  were  in  exports  of  chilled 
beef  to  West  Germany  and  of  frozen  beef  to  the  French  Army  in  Algeria.  Ex- 
ports to  the  U.K.  dropped  substantially. 
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WEST  GERMAN  CATTLE  AND 
HOG  SLAUGHTER  RISE 

West  German  cattle  slaughter  during  the  1956-57  fiscal  year  rose  3  per- 
cent over  1955-56,  largely  because  greater  numbers  of  young  stock  were  fed 
for  market.    Ample  stocks  of  feed  and  strong  demand  for  beef  have  encouraged 
West  Germany's  cattle  feeding  industry  to  expand.    The  rise  in  slaughter 
also  reflects  the  recovery  of  cattle  numbers  from  the  low  of  June  1955  which 
resulted  from  heavy  slaughter  in  195^-55.    A  2  percent  increase  in  cattle 
numbers  from  June  1955  to  June  1956  was  accompanied  by  lowered  slaughter 
during  fiscal  1955-56. 

West  German  hog  slaughter  has  continued  its  steady  rise.    Due  to  pre- 
sent oversupplies  in  the  market,  some  farmers  are  planning  to  reduce  prod- 
uction during  calendar  1958,  and  a  leveling-off  of  hog  slaughter  is  expected. 
However,  the  large  numbers  of  pigs  already  farrowed  or  due  to  farrow  in  the 
next  few  months  indicate  that  slaughter  for  1957-58  will  be  about  8  percent 
above  1956-57  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  9,  1957). 

LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:    West  Germany,  fiscal  years 
1953-5^  to  1956-57 


Year 

:     Cattle  & 
:  calves 

'.  Hogs 

Sheep 

Goats 

.  Horses 

:  1,000 
:  head 

:  1,000 
:  head 

:  1,000 
:  head 

:  1,000 
:  head 

:  1,000 
:  head 

:  5,^27 
5^96 
5,188 

5,325  : 

i  1^56 
:  15,953 
'  17,77^ 
18,055  : 

:  805 
:  692 
:      587  : 
:      5^0  • 

•  90 

!  90 

:  86 

:  129 
:  110 

:  90 
85 

195^-55 

1955-56 

1956-57  , 

80 

Source:    Statistische  Berichte. 


Largely  as  a  result  of  the  large  increase  in  hog  slaughter,  U.  S.  exports 
of  lard  to  West  Germany  dropped  from  33  million  pounds  during  the  first  7 
months  of  1956  to  10  million  pounds  during  the  same  period  in  1957.    A  sup- 
plementary factor  in  this  sharp  drop  was  reduced  lard  production  in  the  United 
States  during  1957. 

Fortunately  for  U.  S.  producers,  exports  of  variety  meats  (mostly  frozen 
pork  livers)  to  West  Germany,  which  dipped  alarmingly  during  April-May  1957, 
have  recovered  to  their  previous  high  levels.    Increasing  domestic  consump- 
tion in  West  Germany  and  the  elimination  of  West  German  barriers  to  imports 
of  U.  S.  variety  meats  are  factors  in  this  recovery  (see  Foreign  Crops,  and 
Markets,  July  8,  1957).   
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DENMARK  PRODUCING  AND 
EXPORTING  MORE  MEAT 

Meat  production  in  Denmark  was  7  percent  higher  during  the  first  half 
of  1957  than  in  the  same  period  of  1956,  with  a  larger  output  of  all  prin- 
cipal types  of  meat.    The  increase  in  beef  and  veal  production  is  in  response 
to  relatively  favorable  beef  prices  in  recent  years.    In  addition,  low  butter 
prices  during  the  first  half  of  1957  have  led  farmers  to  cull  their  dairy 
herds  and  sell  undesirable  animals  for  beef. 

Although  hog  prices  have  dropped  during  1957,  large  crops  and  low 
prices  of  roots  and  potatoes  in  1956  have  reduced  the  cost  of  pork  prod- 
uction and  enabled  farmers  to  continue  to  make  a  profit  on  hogs. 


MEAT;    Danish  production  and  exports ,  January- June  1956-57 


Year 

;    Beef  8s     :      „    .         :      TT             :    Mutton,     :    _  ,  _ 
Pork              Horse        _    ,    n     '  Total 
:     veal      :                  :                  :lamb  &  goat : 

Production : 

1957  

Exports ;  1/ 

1957  ; 

\  28^.0 
307.8 

51.1  ! 

101  j-k  ; 

-  -  _  -  Mi 

'  527.0 
565.O 

21+2.7 
266.9 

Hi  on  pounds 

!  11.5 

:       9-9  . 

2.k  ; 

!  0.6 
0.7 

!  823.7 

:  883.^- 

293.8 
370.7 

1/    Product  weight.    Excludes  canned  and  variety  meats. 

Source:    Danish  Statistical  Department. 

Exports  rose  26  percent  for  the  first  6  months  of  1957  compared  with 
the  same  period  last  year.     Overall  earnings  were  17  percent  more,  as  the 
larger  exports  overcame  reduction  in  prices.    Exports  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
Sweden,  France,  and  Italy  rose  sharply,  although  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
tinued to  be  Denmark's  most  important  meat  export  market. 

Wide  fluctuations  in  pork  prices  on  the  United  Kingdom  market  have 
caused  considerable  concern  in  Denmark.    The  general  belief  in  Denmark  is 
that  the  United  Kingdom  is  now  oversupplied  with  pork.    However,  due  to 
low  production  costs  and  fear  of  losing  their  share  of  the  market,  Danish 
farmers  are  unwilling  to  limit  hog  production  at  present. 

CANADIAN  HOG  NUMBERS  INCREASE 

Estimated  hog  numbers  in  Canada  on  September  1,  published  for  the 
first  time  this  year,  were  5,293,000,  up  10  percent  from  h, 800,000  in 
1956.    This  rise  reflects  a  shortage  of  pork  in  Canada  during  1957  and 
consequent  high  prices  for  hogs. 
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With  abundant  supplies  of  feed  grain  on  hand,  Canadian  farmers  have 
been  increasing  their  planned  production  rapidly.    Farrowings  from  September 
to  November  1957  are  expected  to  total  26i+,000,  36  percent  over  the  same 
period  in  1956,  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  August  26,  1957 . 

BRAZIL  INCREASES  BEEF  EXPORTS 

Exports  of  chilled  and  frozen  beef  from  Brazil  have  risen  sharply 
during  1957-    During  the  first  6  months  of  1957,  they  were  over  22  million 
pounds,  exceeding  exports  for  the  whole  year  of  1956  which  totaled  less 
than  19  million.    Brazil,  however,  is  still  a  relatively  small  exporter  of 
beef,  despite  efforts  to  regain  the  position  ..it  held  during  the  pre-war 
period  when  it  annually  exported  about  100  million  pounds  of  fresh  and 
frozen  beef. 

Brazil's  beef  production  has  not  kept  pace  with  consumer  demand  in 
recent  years,  due  to  animal  disease,  the  slow  maturing  of  Brazilian  cattle, 
long  distances  and  poor  transportation  between  producing  and  consuming 
areas,  and  undeveloped  marketing  and  slaughtering  facilities.    Thus,  while 
Brazil  has  more  cattle  than  people,  it  has  had  a  shortage  of  beef  for 
export . 

BELGIUM  INCREASES  DOMESTIC 
WHEAT  INCORPORATION  RATE 

The  rate  at  which  Belgium's  commercial  flour  millers  are  required  to 
incorporate  domestic  wheat  into  their  flour  was  increased  from  60  to  75 
percent  on  September  16,  1957 .    This  is  the  highest  domestic  wheat  mill- 
ing rate  which  Belgium  has  ever  established  at  the  start  of  a  wheat  -market- 
ing season.     On  July  15,  the  rate  was  reduced  from  65  to  60  percent  with 
the  understanding  that  it  would  not  be  further  reduced  when  the  new  crop 
came  on  the  market.     (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  August  12,  1957 ). 

The  official  forecast  of  Belgium's  1957  wheat  crop  is  an  alltime 
record  of  750,000  metric  tons  (27.6  million  bushels).    Unofficial  estimates 
run  as  high  as  850,000  tons  (31.2  million  bushels).    Production  in  1956 
was  only  599,000  tons  (22  million  bushels).     The  1957  wheat  area  of  207,600 
hectares  (513,000  acres)  represents  an  increase  of  10.5  percent  over  the 
1956  area  of  1&7,800  hectares  (^6U,000  acres). 

The  compulsory  domestic  wheat  milling  rate  is  one  of  several  devices 
that  the  Belgian  Government  uses  to  ensure  purchase  of  wheat  from  farmers 
at  the  directional  price.     Other  devices  are  government  buying  of  wheat 
and  control  of  imports.    Up  to  1957,  millers  had  to  buy  only  part  of  their 
wheat  requirements  from  the  farmers  at  the  directional  price,  but  this 
year  they  are  required  to  incorporate  the  entire  current  crop  in  their 
milling  operations  at  that  price.    The  price  averages  the  same  this  year 
as  last,  h-JO  Belgian  francs  per  100  kilograms  ($2.5*+  per  bushel).  (see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  16,  1957. ) 
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AUSTRALIA'S  GRAIN  PROSPECTS  DETERIORATE 

Prospects  for  Australia's  1957  grain  crop  deteriorated  further  during 
September.  Continued  dry  weather  has  reduced  yield  prospects  so  much  that 
current  forecasts  indicate  production  may  be  even  less  than  the  small  out- 
turn of  135  million  bushels  last  year.  The  dry  weather  is  not  only  reducing 
yield  prospects  but  is  causing  some  diversion  of  wheat  acreage  to  grazing. 
As  the  dry  weather  has  affected  grazing  and  reserves  of  hay  are  largely 
depleted,  an  increased  demand  for  grain  for  stockfeed  is  expected. 

With  carryover  at  the  end  of  the  current  season  expected  to  be  down  to 
less  than  *+0  million  bushels,  Australia's  supply  of  wheat  available  for 
export  will  be  sharply  below  that  of  recent  years.    Early  this  month  the 
Wheat  Board  was  reported  to  have  suspended  flour  exports  from  New  South 
Wales  because  of  the  probable  wheat  shortage. 

CANADA'S  SECOND  ESTIMATE 
CONFIRMS  REDUCED  GRAIN  CROP 

Recent  estimates  confirm  earlier  exports  of  reduced  grain  yields  in 
Canada.    On  the  basis  of  yields  indicated  on  September  15,  the  wheat  harvest 
will  be  about  200  million  bushels  less  than  in  1956,  oats  about  135  million 
bushels  less,  and  barley  about  k-5  million  bushels  smaller.    Production  of 
mixed  grains,  which  are  grown  mainly  in  the  east,  is  down  only  slightly 
from  1956,  with  yields  above  1956  yields  but  acreage  smaller. 

Favorable  growing  conditions  in  Ontario  account  for  the  high  yields 
reported  for  mixed  grains.    About  68  percent  of  Canada's  1957  total  mixed 
grains  were  produced  in  Ontario.    The  good  growing  season  there  also  accounted 
for  high  yields  of  corn.    The  good  growing  season  there  also  accounted  for 
high  yields  of  corn.    Ontario  produces  virtually  all  of  Canada's  corn  grown 
for  grain. 

The  smaller  wheat  harvest  is  attributed  to  a  30-percent  reduction  in 
yields  and  an  8-percent  cut  in  acreage.    The  average  yield  of  17.6  bushels 
per  acre,  besides  being  sharply  below  the  1956  yield,  is  9  percent  below 
the  average  of  the  past  10  years.    The  largest  drop  in  yields  was  in 
Saskatchewan,  where  current  yields  average  15.8  bushels  per  acre,  compared 
with  2h .h  bushels  a  year  ago. 

Estimates  for  spring  wheat  include  durum,  which  is  estimated  at  ^3*7 
million  bushels  this  year.    For  the  second  consecutive  year  durum  acreage 
increased  sharply  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  and  it  is  now  2,37^,000  acres. 
Of  that  total,  1,793,000  acres  are  in  Saskatchewan.    Yields  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces  as  a  whole  averaged  only  18.U  bushels  per  acre,  compared  with  26.0 
bushels  in  1956. 

Production  of  oats,  as  forecast  at  388  million  bushels,  is  26  percent 
below  the  large  1956  harvest.    Yields  for  the  country  averaged  about  20 
percent  below  1956  yields  as  a  result  of  the  severe  summer  drought  in  the 
Prairie  Provinces.    Low  yields  in  the  west  were  only  partly  offset  by  record 
yields  in  Ontario  and  Quebec. 
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Barley  production  is  estimated  at  223  million  bushels,  17  percent  be- 
low the  1956  harvest.    Yields  are  indicated  at  23.8  bushels  per  acre,  com- 
pared with  32.1  bushels  last  year.    Rye  production  of  8.6  million  bushels 
is  about  the  same  as  in  1956.    An  increase  in  fall  rye  offset  a  reduction 
in  spring  rye. 

GRAIN:    Canadian  production,  1956  and  1957 


Grain 

:  Acreage 

:    Yield  per  acre 

:  Production 

!  1956 

i  1957 

:'  1956 

|  1957 

!  1956 

i  1957 

:  1 , uuu 

:  acres 

:  x,uuu 
:  acres 

:  Bu. 

:  Bu. 

.  l,UUO 

:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  625 
:  22,156 

:  590 
:    20, hhl 

:  32.O 
:  25.O 

:  33.3 
:  17.1 

:  20,000 
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:  19,6^7 
:  350,Oi+9 

I  22,781 

:  21,031 

:  25.2 

:  17.6 

!  573,000 

:  369,696 

Oats  for  grain  l/.: 

11,707  : 
8,390  : 
368  : 

179  : 

11,017  ! 
9,^03  : 
hko  ■ 

ill  : 

kh.Q 
32.1  : 
15.8  : 
15.^  : 

35.2  : 
23.8  : 
16.8  : 
11.0  : 

52k, kk$  « 
269,065  : 

5,83^  : 
2,750  : 

388,311 
223,358 
7,376 
1,220 

5>+7  : 

551  : 

15.7  : 

15.6  j 

8,58^  1 

8,596 

1,560  ': 
509  : 
168  : 

1,^52  ! 
51^  : 
107  : 

i+2 .7  : 
5^.6  : 
I8.9  : 

57.3  : 
19.9  : 

66,608  \ 
27,81^  : 
3,177  : 

6^,333 
29,^62 

2,137 

\]  Production  and  yield  in 
Source:    Dominion  Bureau  of 


bushels  of  3^  pounds. 
Statistics . 


DROUGHT  HITS  AGRICULTURE  IN. 
NICARAGUA  AND  COSTA  RICA 

Most  of  the  Nicaraguan  farm  belt  has  been  hard  hit  by  drought.  Corn, 
beans,  rice,  and  cotton  have  suffered  seriously.    These  and  other  crops  will 
be  greatly  reduced.    Pastures  are  adequately  sustaining  livestock,  however. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  1957-58  cotton  harvest  will  be  about  25  percent  less 
than  that  last  year.    Below-normal  yields  of  rice  are  predicted,  while  much 
of  the  first  corn  crop  has  been  harvested  as  fodder.    About  80  percent  of 
normal  annual  bean  production  fortunately  is  derived  from  the  yet-to-be- 
planted  second  crop. 

The  area  most  affected  in  Costa  Rica  is  the  Province  of  Guanacaste, 
although  the  Central  Plateau  and  other  regions  have  been  affected  to  a 
lesser  degree  by  the  drought.    It  is  believed  that  Costa  Rica  will  have  to 
import  corn  and  rice  to  meet  its  requirements.    No  losses  in  the  cotton 
crop  have  been  reported,  but  harvesting  will  be  delayed  about  one  month. 
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VENEZUELA  INCREASES  ESTIMATE  OF 
SESAME  SEED  PRODUCTION 

Sesame  seed  production  in  Venezuela  for  the  1957-58  crop  year  is  now 
officially  estimated  at  25,000  metric  tons,  1^,000  tons  short  of  estimated 
1958  requirements.    The  1^4-, 000-ton  deficit  will,  under  such  circumstances, 
have  to  he  offset  hy  imports. 

The  25,000-ton  production  figure  for  this  crop  year  is,  however,  over 
twice  the  12,000  tons  produced  in  1956-57  and  one-fourth  more  than  the  pre- 
vious estimate  for  1957-58  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  August  19,  1957) » 
Production  and  requirement  figures  may  he  inflated,  hut  they  do  provide  a 
basis  for  estimating  probable  imports. 

MEXICAN  1957  HENEQUEN  PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATED  LOWER ;  EXPORTS  HIGHER 

Mexico's  production  of  henequen  fiber  in  1957  is  expected  to  be  no 
more  than  23U  million  pounds,  or  about  k  million  less  than  in  1956,  although 
acreage  remains  at  370,000  to  371*000  acres,    Nevertheless,  fiber  carryover 
at  the  beginning  ot  1957  was  reported  to  be  20  million  pounds  more  than  the 
carryover  into  1956.    The  larger  carryover  plus  expected  production  would 
make  a  total  available  supply  of  306  million  pounds  of  henequen  this  year, 
compared  with  291  million  in  1956. 


HENEQUEN;    Mexico,  supply  and  distribution,  1956  and  estimated  1957 


Supply  and  distribution 

1956 

;  Estimated  1957 

• 

Million  pounds 

52.9 

0 

238.1 

',    Million  pounds 

:  72.8 
:  0 
233.7 

• 

291.0 

306.5 

e  

Exports  (all  classes  of  unmfd.  fiber):. 

20.0 
198.2  : 
72.8 

37.5 
19^.0 
75.0 

• 

291.0 

3Q6,5 

Exports  of  henequen  fiber  from  Mexico  will  probably  total  over  37  mil- 
lion pounds  in  1957 •    Exports  in  1956  were  only  20  million  pounds.  Raw 
fiber  was  freed  from  export  restrictions  in  August  1956.    Exports  of  binder 
and  baler  twine  increased  sharply  in  the  first  half  of  1957  compared  with 
the  last  half  of  1956,  but  were  less  than  in  the  corresponding  half  of  1956. 
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HENEQUEN:    Mexico,  exports  of  fiber  and  products,  January-June 

1956  and  1957 


January -June 


Commodity  exported 
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:  1957 

•  Tn  II  R 

»     Tint  a  1 

»    Tn  TT  9> 

:Mil.  lb. 

:Mil.  lb. 

:Mil.  lb. 

:  Mil.  lb 

• 

•  216 

•  269 

:  lh,0k6 

>  1^.125 

Henequen  and  other  hard  fibers, 

regenerated  (picked  and  combed).... 

•  78 

•  78 

•  287 

•  287 

37 

.  37 

.  0 

.  0 

•  2,^9!+ 

•  ✓  ✓ 

:  2,239 

:      2 , 277 

Mill  waste  of  henequen  and  other 

• 

•  707 

•  1,935 
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2,317 

Binder  twine,  weighing  up  to  5  grams 

•  lh,3k6 

lh,h2k  . 

10,331 

10,ko6 

Binder  twine,  weighing  more  than 

'>  50,285  | 

51,2^1+  j 

Ul,989  ; 

^3,033 

•  16,329  ! 

16,9^9  ! 

16,^17  : 

17,878 

Henequen  felt  and  textiles, 

i  2,i82  \ 

2,289  \ 

Qk2  ! 

852 

730  1 

730  \ 

1,815  j 

1,815 

0  ; 

0  : 

15  : 

15 

Henequen  manufactures,  not  specified. 

:          3  : 

3  : 

2  ■ 

2 

Compiled  from  data  of  Direccion  General  de  Estadistica,  Mexico. 


Mill  consumption  of  henequen  fiber  in  Yucatan,  the  principal  producing 
area,  has  increased  in  each  of  the  last  3  quarters .     It  increased  from  2k 
million  pounds  in  July-September  1956  to  5U  million  in  April-June  1957 . 
Receipts  of  raw  fiber  at  the  mills  decreased  in  the  2  quarters,  October  1956- 
March  1957,  but  were  at  51. 7  million  pounds  in  the  third  quarter  of  1956  and 
again  in  the  second  quarter  of  1957. 

A  new  contract,  now  under  negotiation  with    henequen      producers,  is 
expected  to  result  in  about  a  5 -percent  decrease  in  the  price  paid  to  growers 
for  henequen  fiber. 

Many  of  the  most  important  henequen  planters  have  obtained  injunctions 
to  prevent  authorities  from  carrying  out  the  decree  that  returned  control  of 
the  henequen  industry  to  the  State  government.    They  allege  the  decree  to  be 
unconstitutional.    The  decree  has  not  been  revoked,  but  neither  has  the  State 
government  taken  any  action  to  enforce  it. 
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JAPAN  ARRANGES  LOANS  FOR 
PURCHASE  OF  U.  S.  COTTON 

The  Export -Import  Bank  of  Washington  has  signed  a  $60-million  loan 
agreement  with  the  Bank  of  Japan  to  finance  purchases  of  cotton  in  the 
United  States  during  the  crop  year  beginning  August  1,  1957*    The  loan 
was  authorized  in  June,  but  was  not  made  effective  until  details  were 
worked  out  and  proper  signatures  affixed  on  September  27 ,  1957- 

This  $60-million  loan  is  in  addition  to  the  credit  of  $115 -million 
established  in  June  1957,  also  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Japan,  to  finance 
purchases  of  several  United  States  agricultural  commodities,  including 
cotton,  wheat,  barley,  and  soybeans.    It  is  anticipated  that  the  line  of 
credit  made  available  under  the  agreement  signed  September  27  will  be 
used  subsequently  to  the  $115-million  commodity  loan. 

Under  the  two  credits,  approximately  $110-million  will  be  used  by 
Japan  to  finance  the  importation  of  United  States  cotton.    Purchases  and 
shipments  of  cotton  thus  financed  are  to  be  made  through  regular  com- 
mercial channels. 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  AUGUST 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  August  1957  were 
351,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  down  about  20  percent  from  exports  of 
^0,000  bales  in  August  1956,  and  also  from  the  ^38,000  bales  exported 
in  July  1957.    The  decline  was  attributed  to  an  apparent  slow-down  follow- 
ing the  heavy  movement  of  1956-57-    All  cotton  purchased  under  the  1956-57 
export  program  had  to  be  exported  before  August  15,  1957 •    None  of  the 
cotton  purchased  under  the  1957-58  program  could  be  exported  until  after 
August  15 . 

Most  of  the  decline  was  in  exports  to  France,  Canada,  India,  Korea, 
and  Japan;  it  was  partially  offset  by  increased  quantities  to  West  Germany, 
and  Belgium.    The  decline  in  exports  to  Europe  during  August  was  less 
marked  than  that  to  other  areas,  amounting  to  only  9  percent  compared  with 
the  overall  decline  of  20  percent. 

Cotton  sales  under  the  1957-58  export  program,  for  export  between 
August  16,  1957,  and  July  31,  1958,  were  3,688,6^9  running  bales,  as  of 
Octobner  1,  1957.    The  price  of  Middling  1-inch  at  average  location  was 
27.32  cents  per  pound,  up  slightly  from  the  September  17  price  of  27. 2k 
cents.      Prices  had  previously  trended  downward  from  the  March  19  average 
location  price  of  27. 1+7  cents,  to  a  low  of  27.23  cents  on  September  13 . 


COTTON:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages 
1935-39  and  19U5-U9,  annual  1955  and  1956,  August  1956  and  1957 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 
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10 
11* 
153 
109 
6 


1,000 
bales 
—ft 
337 
25 
33 
1*32 
1,061 
720 
260 
21 
91 
171* 
111 
121 
1,01*9 
11*1 
66 


1,000 
bales 
3 
18 
1 
1* 
39 
1*6 
1*7 
22 
1 
1* 
0 
2 
6 
61* 
1 
2 


2,51*5 


881 


1*,696 


260 


275 
16 

5 

35 
86 
5 

6/  1*8 
585 
1* 
1 
2 
20 
21* 
1* 
7 

8/  1*03 


75 
11 

15 
1*5 
9 

15 
135 
873 
12 
121* 
13 
Hi 
27 
6 
28 
37 


380 
31 
19 
95 

301 
1*3 

220 
1,588 
36 

161 
11 
71* 
52 
17 
81 

9/  107 


(2/) 


28 
3 
0 
3 

21 
3 

17 

87 
1* 
0 
0 
0 

5 


i*,065 


2,320 


7,912 


1*1*0 


1/  l*-year  average.    2/  Less  than  500  bales.    3/  Includes  Czecho- 
slovakia 65,  and  Poland  180.    h/  Includes  Czechoslovakia  57,  Greece  21, 
and  Poland  69.    5/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.    6/  3-year 
average.    7/  Includes  China  117,  and  French  Indochina  22.    8/  Includes 
China  U01.    9/  Includes  Pakistan  28,  Union  of  South  Africa  31,  and 
Uruguay  15. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN- 
EGYPTIAN  COTTON  DECLINE 

United  States  exports  of  American-Egyptian  cotton  in  August  1957  were 
only  99  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  down  sharply  from  exports  of  1,502  "bales 
in  August  1956,  and  from  1,893  bales  in  July  1957*    Only  89  bales  were 
exported  to  France,  and  none  to  other  European  countries.    This  was  in 
sharp  contrast  to  last  year's  August  exports  to  several  European  countries 
and  India. 


COTTON:    United  States  exports  of  American -Egyptian  cotton  by  country 
of  destination,  annual  195^-56,  August  1956  and  1957 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)   


Country  of  destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


19^ 


Austria  :  0 

Belgium  :  0 

France  :  103 


Germany,  West . . , 

Ireland  , 

Italy  

Netherlands 

Portugal  , 

Spain  , 

Sweden  , 

Switzerland. 

Trieste  , 

United  Kingdom. 

Yugoslavia  , 

Israel  

India  

Japan  

Pakistan  , 

Colombia  

Other  countries, 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
93 

0 
2k0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1955 


Total  500-lb.  bales...:  ^,36 


0 
0 

169 
0 

233 

0 
0 

15,002 

3 

272 

0 

96 

1,315 

603 

21 
3A56 
0 
^5 


1956 


21,555 


1,322 

159 
7,150 

^56 
210 
5,7^9 
3^ 
796 

15,539 
211 

1,325 
369 
21,891+ 

398 
0 

952 

k,5k$ 
0 
51 
3 


August 


19.56 


6l,l63 


Ikl 
53 

9 
0 
0 

7^3 
23 
0 
0 
0 

ioi+ 

0 

205 

0 
0 

218 
1+ 

0 
0 
2 


1502 


1957 


0 
0 

89 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
10 


l/    Less  than  1  bale. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

WEST  GERMAN  OILCAKE  AND  MEAL 
PRODUCTION  (CORRECTION) 

The  figures  for  production  of  rapeseed  oilcake  and  meal  in  West  Germany, 
as  published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  August  19,  1957,  table  on  page 
28,  are  actually  for  rapeseed  production,  not  oilcake  and  meal.    Also,  the 
1953  figure  should  have  been  31,600  tons  instead  of  18,900.    All  figures  in 
the  table  are  in  metric  tons . 
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EGYPTIAN  COTTON  PAYMENTS  MAY  BE 
CLEARED  IN  GREEK  ACCOUNTS 

Private  sources  in  Egypt  have  confirmed  earlier  reports  of  government 
authorization  to  sell  Egyptian  cotton  for  shipment  to  any  destination  with 
payment  in  Egyptian  pounds  through  the  Egyptian-Greek  clearing  account. 
Financing  of  cotton  purchases  in  this  way  results  in  a  price  discount  of  about 
13  percent       considerably  more  than  the  9*1  percent  allowed  under  the  regular 
premium  discount  system. 

As  Greece's  credit  balance  in  the  account  is  not  large  (about  LE3, 500,000  = 
$8,580,000),  it  is  considered  that  the  effects  of  this  new  policy  will  not  be 
pronounced. 

EGYPT* S  1957-53  COTTON  CROP  ESTIMATED 
HIGHER  THAN  LAST  YEAR'S 

Egypt's  1957-58  cotton  production,  according  to  the  first  official  estimate 
released  October  7,  1957,  is  expected  to  total  1,711,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross).    This  represents  an  increase  of  15  percent  over  production  of  1,1+92,000 
bales  in  1956-57,  and  is  11  percent  higher  than  1955-56  production  of  1,535,000 
bales.    The  final  estimate  of  1957-58  cotton  acreage  is  1,888,000  acres,  10 
percent  more  than  1956-57  acreage  of  1,715,000  acres,  but  close  to  the  1955-56 
area  of  1,885,000  acres. 

Most  of  the  increased  production  is  in  the  extra  long  staple  varieties, 
Karnak  and  Menoufi,  expected  to  increase  29  percent  over  1956-57*  Production 
of  Ashmouni  and  similar  varieties  is  expected  to  be  12  percent  over  last  year. 


COTTON:    Egypt,  production  by  staple  length  and  variety,  final  estimate 
1956-57,  and  first  estimate  1957-58 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Staple  length  and  principal  variety      [  1956-57 

1957-58 

Percent 
change 

• 

:  1,000 
:  bales 

Extra  long  staple,  over  1-3/8":                 :  j 

Medium  long  staple,  over  1-l/h";  : 

Long  staple,  over  1-1/8":                            :  j 

1,000 
bales 

•         786  • 
I         251  • 

61+5  ; 

Percent 

+29 
-8 
+12 

1,602 

29 

+15 
-17 

Total  :  1,1+92 

1,711 

+15 

Source:    Government  of  Egypt. 
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INDIA  TO  INCREASE  PRODUCTION 
OF  DESI  AND  COMILLA  COTTONS 

India  plans  to  increase  production  of  the  short  staple,  harsh  cottons, 
Bengal  Desi  and  Comilla,  by  about  35  percent  within  the  next  few  years.  Two 
pilot  projects  have  recently  been  approved  by  the  Indian  Central  Cotton  Com- 
mittee (ICCC)  for  increasing  the  acreage  and  production  of  these  cottons  in 
Andhra  Pradesh  and  Rajasthan  States.    The  program  will  be  expanded  to  other 
states,  and  eventually  cover  about  300,000  acres.    Production  by  the  end  of 
the  Second  Five-Year  Plan  (1961)  is  expected  to  increase  by  about  100,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross).    Acreage  of  long  and  medium  staple  cottons  will 
not  be  affected. 

Present  annual  production  of  Bengal  Desi  and  Comilla  cottons  is  about 
275,000  bales,  of  which  about  85,000  bales  are  exported.    Comilla  is  the 
only  variety  of  Indian  cotton  which  is  not  used  in  significant  quantities 
in  India,  and  practically  all  of  it  is  exported.    It  is  said  to  be  oneo<3f 
the  world's  shortest  and  coarsest  cottons.    It  ranges  from  3/8  to  1/2  inch 
in  staple,  is  extremely  harsh,  springy,  and  resilient,  and  can  be  mixed  with 
wool  in  the  manufacture  of  blankets  and  woolen  fabrics.    Exports  are  mostly 
to  the  United  States  and  Japan,  although  this  variety  represents  only  & 
small  percent  of  total  exports.    Prices  are  nearly  as  high  as  those  for 
longer-staple  Indian  cottons.    The  relatively  high  price  and  rather  constant 
demand  are  expected  to  encourage  the  increase  in  production  as  planned. 

The  export  tax  on  Zoda  cotton,  Yellow  Pickings,  and  Sweepings  was  abol- 
ished effective  September  22,  1957.    The  tax  on  these  varieties  had  been  50 
rupees  per  bale  of  392  pounds  (2.66  U.S.  cents  per  pound),  or  30  percent  ad 
valorem,  whichever  was  lower. 

U.K.  IMPORTS  MORE  COTTON  IN  1956-57 

Cotton  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  August-July  1956-57  were 
1,773,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  20  percent  higher  than  imports  of 
1,1+83,000  bales  in  1955-56.    Cotton  was  imported  from  more  than  50  different 
areas  in  1956-57,  although  sizable  amounts  were  obtained  from  only  about  20 
major  producing  countries.    There  was  a  considerable  shift  in  the  sources  of 
supply  in  1956-57. j  Increased  quantities  were  received  from  the  United  States, 
Turkey,  Argentina,  Nicaragua,  and  Paraguay;  decreased  quantities  from  Nigeria, 
Brazil,  the  Sudan,  India,  Pakistan,  the  U.S.S.R.,  Syria,  and  Mexico. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  in  1956-57,  with  comparable 
1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  United  States  1,086,000  bales 
(287,000);  Sudan  153,000  (237,000):  Peru  79,000  (88,000);  Nigeria  53,000 
(166,000);  Turkey  52,000  (275);  Mexico  ^3,000  (72,000);  Brazil  3*1,000 
(1)41,000);  Nicaragua  32,000  ( 19,000);  U.S.S.R.  29,000  (72,000);  Uganda 
28,000  (2l+,000);  Iran  19,000  (2^,000);  Argentina  19,000  (kOO);  Aden  18,000 
(19,000);  India  20,000  (72,000);  Paraguay  17,000  (10,000);  Pakistan  12,000 
(55,000);  and  Syria  10,000  (37,000).    Imports  from  Egypt  were  1+7,000  bales 
in  1955-56,  but  only  278  bales  in  1956-57. 
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Cotton  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  increased  only  slightly 
during  August- June  1956-57*  amounting  to  1,U62,000  bales,  or  1  percent 
above  the  1,M+U,000  bales  consumed  a  year  earlier.    Consumption  for  the 
entire  1956-57  season  is  estimated  at  1,560,000  bales,  compared  with 
1,538,000  bales  in  1955-56.    Reexports  during  1956-57  were  reported  at 
28,000  bales. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957  >  are  computed  at  615,000  bales,  up 
h2  percent  from  stocks  of  i+33^000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 

Manufacturers  of  cotton  and  rayon  textiles  reportedly  are  well 
supplied  with  orders  sufficient  to  keep  the  mills  busy  several  months 
ahead.    Some  manufacturers  are  quoting  later  delivery  dates  because  of 
shortages  of  workers.    Production  of  cotton  yarn  in  May  1957  averaged 
13.15  million  pounds  per  week,  the  highest  rate  in  about  2  years.  Out- 
put of  cotton  cloth  also  has  shown  a  marked  increase  this  season, 
averaging  33.70  million  linear  yards  per  week  during  May.    Output  of 
fabrics  of  man-made  fibers  and  mixtures  has  declined  this  season. 


TEXTILE  PRODUCTION:    United  Kingdom,  weekly  averages  of 
Lancaster  textile  industry,  January-March  1956  and 
January-May  1957 


Period 

[  Yarns 

\  Fabrics 

1      Cotton      :  ^  fay°n 
:   &  mixtures 

:      Cotton      :   „  Ray°n  y 
:   &  mixtures 

1956: 
1957: 

Million  lbs.  per  week 

Million  linear 
:         yds.  per  week 

12.25 

12.68  j 
:  11.77 
13.15 

:  2.81 

:       3.12  : 
!       2.86  : 
3.15 

32.29  j 
33.36  • 

:       31.80  . 
33.70  • 

i  1^.59 

I  13.88 
:  13.00 
13.70 

1/  Includes  other  man-made  fibers. 


Source:    Cotton  Board 

The  price  of  U.  S.  Middling  1-inch  cotton,  c.i.f.  Liverpool,  was 
3O.56  cents  per  pound  on  October  3,  1957,  compared  with  30. h-3  cents  on 
September  5>  and  30.72  cents  on  August  8.    Spinner  demand  and  import 
business  for  all  growths  remained  quiet  during  September.    The  prospects 
of  heavy  October  tenders  from  U.  S.  shippers'  consignments  hung  fairly 
heavy  over  the  market  throughout  the  month.    The  dullness  of  demand  was 
accentuated  when  the  Bank  of  England,  on  September  19,  announced  an 
increase  in  the  rediscount  interest  rate  from  5  to  7  percent.    As  a 
result,  mills  now  tend  to  carry  only  minimum  stocks. 
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Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request 
(single  copies)  to  persons  in  the  U.S.  from  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  Room  5922. 
Phone:    REpublic  7-^2,  Ext.  2kk5 . 

Coffee:  World  Production  and  Trade,  1957-58*  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FCOF  5-7- 

The  Latin  American  Bean  Market.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FFV  1-57 • 

July  1  Grain  Stocks  at  New  High.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FG  11-57. 

Near-Record  1957  World  Breadgrain  Crop  Forecast.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FG  10-57. 

Status  of  Cotton  Purchase  Authorizations  Under  Title  I,  Public  Law  ^80. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FC  21+-57 . 

U.  S.  Foreign  Trade  in  Poultry  and  Eggs,  1956.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FPE  b-57. 

Markets  for  U.  S.  Fruits  and  Vegetables  in  Peru,  Ecuador,  Colombia  and 
Venezuela.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FDF  1+-57« 

United  States  Cotton  Exports  --  Review  and  Outlook.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FC  23-57. 

Gatt  Consultations  on  Dollar  Trade  Liberalization  To  Aid  U.S.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FATP  22-57. 
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